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• Persistent Organic 
Pollutants

• Heavy Metals
• Litter

• Nutrients

• Sewage

• Radioactive substances

• Oils

• Sediment mobilization

• Alteration/destruction of 
habitats 
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Global Partnership on Plastic Pollution and Marine Litter (GPML)



Global Wastewater Initiative (GWWI)



Global Partnership on Nutrient Management (GPNM)









UNEA5 
Resolution 2: 
Sustainable 
Nitrogen 
Management





Marine Pollution

Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity 
Framework

14.1
By 2025, prevent and 
significantly reduce 
marine pollution of 
all kinds, in 
particular from land-
based activities, 
including marine 
debris and nutrient 
pollution

Marine Litter and 
Plastic Pollution

&
Nutrients 
Pollution

TARGET 7
Reduce pollution risks and the negative impact of 
pollution from all sources, by2030, to levels that 
are not harmful to biodiversity and ecosystem 
functions and services, considering cumulative 
effects, including: reducing excess nutrients lost to 
the environment by at least half including through 
more efficient nutrient cycling and use; reducing 
the overall risk from pesticides and highly 
hazardous chemicals by at least half including 
through integrated pest management, based on 
science, taking into account food security and 
livelihoods; and also preventing, reducing, and 
working towards eliminating plastic pollution.



COBSEA Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter Pollution

ACTION 1: prevent and reduce marine litter from land-based sources

ACTION 2: prevent and reduce marine litter from sea-based sources

ACTION 3: strengthen monitoring and assessment

ACTION 4: create enabling conditions for action, e.g. knowledge sharing

Adopted in 2008 and revised by IGM 24 (2019), aligns with UNEA & 2030 Agenda

Identify common priorities and provides a Regional Framework for cooperation in 
tackling marine litter.

COBSEA Working Group on Marine Litter & Expert Group on Monitoring.



Excess nutrients impact water,  ecosystems and people







Index of Coastal Eutrophication Potential 
= based on excess N or P, which fuels 
Harmful Algal Blooms

100 basins draining 45% of COBSEA 
national river basins have POSITIVE 
Indices of Coastal Eutrophication



Plankton bloom samples from 11 August 2023 

at Bang Sean Beach, Chonburi Province

GEF8 CHO IP Child Project:  Seeding a Nutrient Pollution 
Reduction Strategy for the coastal waters of Thailand 

Address hypoxic zones by curbing  coastal pollution through 
policy and regulatory measures and  infrastructure investments 

combined  with nature-based solutions



GEF8 Clean and Healthy Oceans – 
Thailand Child project 

Inception and validation workshops
(May and Sept 2024)



Twenty-sixth Intergovernmental Meeting (IGM 26) of COBSEA

Sixth meeting of Working Group on Marine Litter (WGML-6) 
Second meeting of Working Group on Marine and Coastal Ecosystems (WGMCE-2) 

21-22 October 2024  |  Siem Ream, Cambodia

23-25 October 2024  |  Siem Ream, Cambodia



COBSEA 
Collaborative 

Action Framework 
on Nutrients 
Management 

(CAF-NM)

Vision: COBSEA participating countries 
enjoy healthy marine and coastal 
ecosystems and the life-sustaining services 
these provide by ensuring that risks from 
excess nutrients are minimized, where 
possible, at source, including threats from 
eutrophication and hypoxia.

Goal: To establish a collaborative framework 
on nutrients management, covering the 
progressive reduction of impacts from 
excess nutrient emissions on marine and 
coastal ecosystems of the seas of East Asia.



COBSEA 
CAF-NM 
Overall 

Objectives

To support and assist COBSEA participating countries in increasing 
their capacities to develop national strategies/activities on 
nutrient pollution reduction, using a watershed scale approach, 
where land-based (e.g. agriculture and point sources) and in-water 
nutrient sources (e.g. aquaculture, submarine groundwater 
discharge) are addressed, including development and resource 
mobilization for pilot projects.

To support and assist COBSEA participating countries, as requested, 
in implementing institutional, policy and regulations relating to 
nutient pollution reduction and management including identifying 
measures to reduce discharge of untreated sewage, nutrients and 
sediments, and promote recovery of nutrients and water from 
wastewater, including sharing of best practices amongst COBSEA 
participating countries.

To contribute to implementation of relevant regional and global 
commitments including the Strategic Directions of the COBSEA for 
the period 2023-2027, the UNEA Resolutions on Sustainable 
Nitrogen Management, SDGs 6 and 14, the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework.



COBSEA IGM26:  
23-25 Oct 2024, Cambodia

COBSEA IGM25:  
October 2022, Viet Nam







10th OOC - 7 Areas of Action:
• Marine Protected Areas
• Marine Pollution
• Blue Economy
• Climate Change
• Sustainable Fisheries
• Maritime Security
• Digital Oceans





Convergence 2026!!

• Regional Working Groups 
(RWGs)

• Regional Scientific and 
Technical Committee (RSTC)

• TDA and SAP processes

• Options Paper for Regional 
Cooperation

SCS-SAP Regional Focus: 

2024 2026
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